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Adventure, romance, an environmental and 
human dilemma, the age-old battle for land.

Moss Trant was born on a Wednesday, at the end of a hard winter.  His father had left earlier the same morning, to feed the sheep 
out on the moor. Henry Trant was wrapped up in coats and a hat and thick gloves on a Honda ATV with a Mars bar in his pocket 
and two dogs breathing down his neck and slapping their tails behind him. In three feet of snow who could say when he would be 
back. 

Aunt Eva was born a gypsy and raised on the road, now she drinks whiskey punch and lives in a shepherd’s cottage on the moor. 
She always knew Moss would be a horseman, she tells his mother. Maureen is old farm stock, she doesn’t need Eva’s opinion on 
any of her three sons.  At 18 Moss buys an ‘unrideable' blanket-spot Appaloosa from a gypsy horse fair and trains it. 

The trekking business that Moss runs with his father brings in more money than the farm will ever make, but when his spotted 
horse is killed in an accident, Moss swears he will never ride again.

In the spring following the accident, Betsy Rose swings into the yard of the farm in a pair of old leather walking boots.  She comes 
from the city, replaces Moss leading out the treks, she’s a breath of fresh air. 
 If anyone can persuade Moss to work with the horses again it’s Betsy. But then she starts dating Brett Lynch and her liaison with 
the family behind Lynch Property re-ignites an old rivalry.
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My motherʼs grandma was gypsy and my fatherʼs family 
were blacksmiths and I grew up in a farming 
community.  I learned the lie of the land from the back 
of a horse. 

I worked with horses for a good many years.  In 
2008 I started training as a copywriter 
with www.dark-angels.org.uk. Iʼve subbed for 
Greenpeace “Connect” magazine; managed community 
engagement and launch of a new long-distance walking 
trail across Wales and written commercial copy for the 
launch of a hydrogen fuel cell car.
And then somebody told me that everyone has a book 
inside them ...
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